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. TITLE SEARCH for # 121 ALLEGHENY AVE.

Althougn it has been somewhat altered, this building still retains much
of its original character as a 1%th century frame residence.

Because it 1s located on the southeast corner of Allegheny and Baltimore
Avenues, the bulilding becomes a very lmportant visual element in the comple-
tion of the 19th century streetscape of Baltimore Avenue.
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A DESCRIPTION /
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X GooD _RUINS XALTERED - _.MOVED paTe Summer, 1978
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Although it is undergoing many alterations at the present time, this
structure still retains much of its original design and still plays an im-
portant part in completing the 19th century streetscape of Baltimore Ave.

) Modern aluminum siding now covers german clapboards original to this
2% story frame building. The longitudinally planned structure (north to south)
with a wing extending to the East rests on a high stone foundation.

The building is three bays wide and the equivolent of six bays deep
and is topped by a zable-end roof with a cross gable on the west facade.

The north facade or main facade faces Allegheny Avenue and is charac-
terized by a deeply corniced gsble suggestive of a pediment (decorated with
barge board) and s single story porch resting on a stone foundation. This
porch has been enclosed with wooden beaded clapboards and large 8/8 sash
windows. An entrance door exists on the east wall of this enclosure.

The fenestration is a regular 1/1 sash window, however,s round arch
window wents the gable end.

A& two story, two bay wide and six bay long wing projects to the Rast
and has the same roofing material as the main block. Although this evidence
may suggest that this wing is originsl, the owner states that it was a later
addition.

A triple, 10 light casement window occupies the east bay of the firsi
level while an entrance occupies the West.

The cross-gable end of the west facade is also decorated with a barge=
board. The fenestration is somewhat irregular in placement and type. The
first level contains a projecting polygonal bay window which has a 1/1
sash window in each of the three sides. There is also a small 1/1 sash in
the southernmost bays.

The second level conteins two windows directly above the bay projection
and a window in each of the outermost bays. A small six light casement
occupies the fifth bay to the south. ‘

Cellar window wells are also present.

The south facasde also contains the feeply corniced gable as well as an
irregulsr fenestration. The main block contzins an entranceway on the first
level in the easternmost bay. The second level contains one double 10 light
casement in the easternmost bay and a2 regular 1/1 sash off center to the Hast.
The west bays are windowless. Two round-arch windows vent the gabke end.

An interior corbeled brick chimney which was once functionsl exits the
roof of the mein block through the ridge of this facade.

This facade of the wing is unlike that of the north fscade in that it
contains only one centrally located window on both levels.

The german clapboards are still exposed on this side.

The east facade is that of the wing projection. The fenestration of the
first level is regular with 2 window occwpylng the two inner bays and two
outer bsys. There is, howewer, one small casement widnow in the second
southernmost bay.

The second story contsins twn windows in the south bay instesd of one
like that on the level below.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A small gsble-end dormer is vented by 1/1 sash round-arch window and
exists in the northernmost bays.

A similer dormer exists on the roof of the main block in the southerne
most bays but is partially hidden by the wing.

Although this house is nesrly gzutted at the time of inspection, =any
elements of the originsl fabric are evident.

- The full basement, which reflects the shape of the house, has uncoursed
stone walls,

The side hsll plsn contains an open string stasir along the east wall,
flanked by 2 double parlor to the West. There is structural evidence thst
these psrlors shared 2 centrally located chimney.

The northernmost parlor reteins only one original window on the west wall.
4n enclosed porch extends the room t2 the nortn snd contains a tongue=-and
groove ceiling,

The southernmost parlor is made formal by a three sided polyzonal bay with
highly decorated moldings and panels.

The southwest corner at the end of the hall sp.ears +0 have been occeupied
by tne kitchen. A thick chair rsil projects 2" from the wall and is 351" off
of the floor.

A two story, one roumm wing extends the builaing to the East and conteins
many similer decorstive features to the mein block, such as the moldings.

The second level contains three principle rooms with one storage area.,
There is also evidence of & sleeping porch (now enclosed) im which:the origimal
german siding can be seen. )

The third level, or finisued % story, has one large room and three storage
areas. The finished portion has s plaster trapezoidal ceiling, 50" knee walls
and round-srch windows that light the gsble ends.

A centrally located storage room is &' deep and 1h' long, and is divided
in half. The 6' x 6' area contains built-in shelves, early porcelain electrical
fixtures and wooden conduits. The southernmost portion contains s bathroom
which is lighted by interior casement windows. The sink has been removed,
however, an early soap dish and other bathroom fixtures are still attached to
the wall., Other original features include s claw foot tub (lion's paw as
opposed to bird's clsw) and porcelain knobs. The toilet may not be original
but contains porcelain fixtures and 2 natural wooden seat.

A rough storage area in the eastermmost portion of the attic exposes
early light fixtures, a ridge pole, and horizontal purlins attached to prin-
cilpe rafters. Some esrly materials have been stored here such as & tell
four paneled door which has raised psnels and hollow metal and glass knobs,
and early storm windows snd louvered shutters.

Important detsils which should be mentioned include circular sawn studs
(37 x 4") and joists which sre nailed with cut nails. The studs are tied into
plates by means of mortice and tenon. 4lso present are lathes with animal
hair plaster, end a flue chimney which has tap ends on two floors for space
heaters.,
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC ~ _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW — SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —Music —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  _PHILOSOPHY — TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although it has been somewhat slitered, this building still retains much
of its original character as a 19th century frame residence.
Because it is located on the southeast corner of illegheny and Baltimore
Avenues, the building becomes a very important visual element in the comple-
tion of the 19th century streetscape of Baltimore Avenue.
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nMAIOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
[LJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COLLJ NTY

EElFORM PREPARED BY  WAYNE L. NIELD, 11

NAME /TITLE HISTORIC TOWSON, INC.
Derlene G. Cwings October, 1978
ORGANIZATION ’ DATE
Historic Towson, Inc,
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement. -

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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TITLE SEARCH for # 121 ALLEGHENY AVE,

Liber 3123, Folio 560 March 18, 1957
Grantor: Landon M. Brooks
Grantee: Alba Corporation

"Beginning...southeast corner or intersection of Baltimore and
Allegheny Avenues...West 150'...East 100...dedignated as Lots # 19 &
# 20 on Plat of Towson...Plat Book JWS 1/198...now known as # 121 Allegheny."

Liber 1127, Folio 557 October 25, 1940
Grantor: Louise B. E, Rouse & husband
Grantee: Lendon M. Brooks & wife

Liber 972, Folio 328 March 19, 1936
Grantor: Ceciliz M. Hansen
Grantee: Louise B. Ebert

(Liber 972, Folio 372 March 19, 1936 J. William Ebert % wife to
Cecilia M. Hansen.)

Liber 652, Folio 282 January 20, 1928
grantor: Evelina C. Verplanck % husband
Grantee: J. William Ebert & wife

The reversion in fee together with annual rent - Janusry 30, 1923
Deed 569/129 Tewis #. Cole to Virginia W. Simon - having died and leaving
Evelina C. Verplanck (daughter) sole heir.

Liver 570, Folio 151 April 13, 1923
Grantor: Grahem W. Brogan & wife
Grantee: J. William Ebert & wife

Liber 56k, Folio 553 Janusry 5, 1923 Indenture of Lease
Demised and leased by Lewis F. Cole to Greham W. Brogan & wife
Annual rent of $282,

Liber 555, Folio 292 May 8, 1922
Grantor: Albert F. Courey et. al.
Grantee: Lewis F. Cole
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Liber 131, Folio 504 November 13, 1882

Grantor:
arantee:

Liber 3k,
Grantor:
Grantees

Washington Townsend & wife
Charlies E., Weakley

Folio 277 March 21, 1862
Enos Smedley & wife
Washington TowSend

#,,.containing 5%z acres..."
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